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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1, 7, 15 & 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 

being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 

which applicant regards as the invention. It is unclear whether applicant is claiming a 

transport for a rocket engine or a transport in combination with a rocket engine. With 

reference to line 4, will the transport only work for pinned rocket engines or will it apply 

to non-pinned rocket engines. See also claim 7, line 4, claim 15, line 4, and claim 16, 

line 4. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Morley 
etal(US 3,038,614). 

With regard to claims 1 & 15, Morley et al. disclose a transport comprising a 
trailer 10 tail support member 13, 14 having a notch for a pin 68, and a chock assembly 
12 which has a chock 16, 17 pivotably coupled to a trolley 11, 23, 24. 
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With regard to claim 2, Morley et al. disclose a chock assembly 12 further 
comprising a bearing assembly 57, 58 coupling a chock 16, 17 to a trolley 1 1 , 23, 24. 

With regard to claim 3, Morley et al. disclose a chock assembly 12 further 
comprising a support bracket 12'. 

With regard to claim 4, Morley et al. disclose a support bracket 12' is a trunnion 

21,22. 

With regard to claim 5, Morley et al. disclose a chock assembly 12 comprising a 
second bearing assembly 57, 58 and a second cradle assembly 16, 17 having a 
second trunnion 21, 22. 

With regard to claim 6, Morley et al. disclose a transport 10 further comprising a 
shaft connecting a first cradle 16, 17 to a second cradle 16, 17. 

With regard to claim 7, Morley et al. disclose a transport 10 comprising a trailer 
10 having a track 25, 26, and a tail support member 13, 14 having a notch for a pin 68, 
a chock assembly 12 comprising a chock 16, 17, trolley 11, 23, 24 a pair of bearing 
assemblies 57, 58 and a pair of cradle assemblies 16, 17, wherein each cradle 
assembly comprises a support bracket 12' coupled to a chock 16, 17 and a trunnion 21, 
22. 

With regard to claim 8, Morley et al. disclose a chock assembly 12 comprising a 
trolley 1 1 , 23, 24 chock 1 6, 1 7 and a hinge 57, 58. 

With regard to claim 9, Morley et al. disclose a trolley 11,23, 24 interacts with a 
transport 10. 



Application/Control Number: 10/671 ,372 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3652 

With regard to claim 10, Morley et aL disclose a hinge 57, 58 comprising a 
bearing 57, 58 coupling a chock 16, 17 to a trolley 11, 23, 24. 

With regard to claim 11, Morley et aL disclose a chock assembly 12 further 
comprising a cradle 16, 17 comprising a support bracket 12' coupled to a chock 16, 17 
and having a trunnion 21, 22. 

With regard to claim 12, Morley et al. disclose a chock assembly 12 further 
comprising a second bearing assembly 57, 58, second cradle assembly 16, 17 coupled 
to a chock 16, 17 and having a second trunnion 21 , 22, and a shaft. 

With regard to claim 13, Morley et al. disclose a chock assembly 12 comprising a 
trolley portion 11, 23, 24, chock 16, 17, having a curved portion hinge portion 57, 58 
having a bearing assembly57, 58. 

With regard to claim 14, Morley et al. disclose a chock assembly 12 further 
comprising a cradle assembly 16, 17 comprising a support bracket 12', coupled to a 
chock 16, 17 and having a trunnion 21 , 22. 

With regard to claim 16, 17, Morley et al. disclose a trailer 10 having a track 25, 
26, tail support member 13, 14, having a notch, for a pin 68, chock assembly 12 
comprising a chock 16, 17, trolley 11, 23, 24, a pair of bearing assemblies 57, 58 and a 
pair of cradle assemblies 16, 17, each cradle assembly comprising a support bracket 
12' coupled to a chock 16, 17, and having a trunnion 21, 22. 

With regard to claim 17, Morley et al. disclose a chock assembly 12 comprising a 
trolley 11, 23, 24, chock 16, 17 having a support portion 16, 17 and a hinge 57, 58 
having a bearing assembly57, 58. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed August 10, 2005 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

With respect to claims 1 , 7, 15 & 16, in response to applicant's argument that the 
references fail to show certain features of applicant's invention, it is noted that the 
features upon which applicant relies (i.e., a chock which pivots about an axis 
perpendicular to a trailer axis) are not recited in the rejected claim(s). Although the 
claims are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the specification are 
not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. 
Cir. 1993). Applicant is respectfully reminded that claim language consisting of 
functional language and/or intended use phrasing is given little, if any, patentable weight 
as the apparatus must merely be capable of functioning, or being used, as claimed. 
See MPEP 21 12.02, 2114. Here, Morley's chock is capable of pivoting about an axis. 

However, assuming a positive recitation of the limitation as argued by Applicant, 
Morley discloses an axis 20 perpendicular to a trailer axis. As the chock contained 
object is lifted into place axis 20 pivots downward creating a pivoting motion of chock 
about axis 20, else rocket would not be held horizontal. Morley's chock rotates about 
said axis "to elevate the device controllably to a predetermined height above the deck 
and to rotate the device about its longitudinal axis." Thus, Morley discloses the ability to 
pivot about an axis which is perpendicular to a trailer longitudinal axis. Further, 
Applicant is respectfully reminded to point out the patentable novelty which he or she 
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thinks the claims present in view of the state of the art disclosed by the references cited 
or the objections made. 




With respect to claims 2-6, Applicant's conclusion for allowability based on claim 
1 are without merit. 

With respect to claim 16, Applicant argues that Morley does not disclose bearing 
assemblies or support brackets coupled to a chock and having a trunnion without 
reasoning are without distinguishing over the cited prior art are without merit. 

With respect to claims 8-14 & 17, Applicant argues that Morley's chock 16 does 
not support a rocket during transport. Applicant likely means that Morley's chock 16 
does not touch a rocket as during transit it is chock 16 which provides lateral support as 
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shown in Morley's FIG. 1 A. Applicant further argues that Morley does not include 
hinging a chock to a trolley. However, and as mentioned above under claim 1 
arguments, Morley discloses a chock with a pivot 20 which is perpendicular to a 
longitudinal trailer axis. Morley's chock 12 pivots about the axis 20 as a rocket elevates. 
The hinging action is apparently provided by elements 21 and 22 in Morley. Else the 
cradle would remain stationary. 

Conclusion 

3. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gregory W. Adams whose telephone number is (571) 
272-8101. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th, 8:30-6. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eileen Lillis can be reached on (571) 272-6928. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



GWA 




EILEEN D. LILLIS 

SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3600 



